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Act I  Scene 1

1. Who do the witches plan to meet when the battle is over?

2. What kind of mood is established in this scene?

3. How does the antithesis “Fair is foul, and foul is fair” emphasize the mood?

4. How would Shakespeare’s audiences have reacted to the witches?

Act I  Scene 2

5. What news has the captain brought to King Duncan?

6. What further news is brought by Ross?

7. What is King Duncan’s reaction to the news about Cawdor?

Act I  Scene 3

8. What do the witches discuss as they await Macbeth?
9. How do the witches surprise Macbeth and Banquo?

10. What do the witches tell Banquo?

11. How could Banquo be “lesser than Macbeth but also greater,” “not as happy as Macbeth, yet much happier”?

12. What does Macbeth demand of the witches?

13. What news does Ross relate to Macbeth and Banquo?
14. How do Macbeth and Banquo react differently to the information Ross conveys?


Act I  Scene 4

15. What was Cawdor’s frame of mind when he died?
16. How had King Duncan always felt about Cawdor?

17. What announcement does King Duncan make after he, Macbeth, and Banquo exchange warm greetings?
18. How does Macbeth view the Prince of Cumberland?


Act I  Scene 5

19. How does Lady Macbeth learn of the witches’ prophecies?

20. What is Lady Macbeth’s main concern about her husband’s character?
21. On whom does Lady Macbeth call for guidance and strength?

22. What does Lady Macbeth mean when she says, “The king is coming, and he’s got to be taken care of”?

Act I  Scene 6

23. As King Duncan arrives at Inverness (Macbeth’s castle), does he suspect anything could be wrong?

24. What is ironic about the way King Duncan and Lady Macbeth speak to each other?


Act I  Scene 7

25. What does Macbeth’s long soliloquy at the beginning of Scene 7 mean?

26. After his soliloquy, what does Macbeth tell Lady Macbeth?
27. What methods does Lady Macbeth use to provoke Macbeth into action?

28. After hearing / reading Lady Macbeth’s speech about what she would do to her baby if she had so promised, what five (5) adjectives can be used to describe her character?
29. What plan has Lady Macbeth formulated for Duncan’s demise?

30. What does Macbeth add to the plan?


Act II  Scene 1

31. At what time does this scene take place?
32. Why would Banquo prefer not to sleep?

33. What offer does Macbeth make to Banquo?

34. What feelings does Macbeth reveal in his soliloquy at the end of this scene?


Act II  Scene 2

35. What feat has Lady Macbeth accomplished?

36. Lady Macbeth said she would have killed Duncan herself except for what?

37. When he enters the scene, what does Macbeth tell his wife?

38. What did Macbeth hear or imagine he heard while in Duncan’s chamber?

39. In what ways does Lady Macbeth’s reaction to the murder differ from Macbeth’s?
40. What advice does Lady Macbeth give Macbeth?

41. What lines indicate that Macbeth is overwhelmed with guilt over what he has done?
Act II  Scene 3

42. What reason would Shakespeare have to add the porter and his long speech to this scene?

43. Besides being funny, in what ways is the Porter’s speech ironic?

44. As Lennox and Macbeth talk, what happens?

45. What is ironic about Macduff’s treatment of Lady Macbeth when he resists telling her about the king?
46. What was Macbeth’s reaction to the discovery?

47. What decision do Malcolm and Donalbain make?


Act II  Scene 4

48. Shakespeare often uses reference to the weather and strange occurrences to create an ominous mood.  Give three examples of this form from this scene.

49. What message is Shakespeare trying to convey with the use of the weather?

50. Who is under suspicion for Duncan’s murder?

51. Who will be king now?

Act III  Scene 1

52. Paraphrase Banquo’s first speech in this scene.
53. How does Macbeth find out Banquo’s plans for the day?

54. What has Macbeth realized about Banquo?

55. How does Macbeth get the murderers on his side?

56. What does Macbeth want the murderers to do?

Act III  Scene 2

57. How does Lady Macbeth try to comfort her husband?

58. Is Macbeth able to accept her advice?

Act III  Scene 3

59. Summarize this scene.

Act III  Scene 4

60. How does Macbeth react to the news that Banquo’s throat has been cut?

61. Why is Macbeth distressed by the escape of Fleance?

62. What “surprise guest” appears at the banquet?

63. What is Macbeth’s reaction to the “guest”?

64. By the conclusion of the scene, what does Macbeth plan to do as soon as possible?
Act III  Scene 5

65. Who is Hecate and why is she angry?


Act III  Scene 6

66. Lennox and other Thanes are now suspicious of Macbeth’s role in the deaths of King Duncan, the two guards, and Banquo.  In this scene, what does Lennox reveal about Macduff’s whereabouts and intentions?


Act IV  Scene 1

67. What does Macbeth’s anxiety to see the witches prove?
68. Describe the apparitions in the order in which they appear.

69. What does each apparition tell Macbeth?

Act IV  Scene 2

70. Where does this scene take place?

71. What is Lady Macduff complaining about?

72. What is the outcome of this scene?

Act IV  Scene 3

73. Why does Malcolm tell Macduff that when he, Malcolm, becomes king, “evil Macbeth will seem as pure as snow”?

74. How does Macduff convince Malcolm he can be trusted?

75. What information does Ross have for Macduff?

76. How does Macduff respond to Ross’ information?

77. What help has the English king offered Malcolm and Macduff?

Act V  Scene 1

78. Why has the doctor been called to Dunsinane?

79. What does Lady Macbeth continuously do?
80. What does the doctor believe is really wrong with Lady Macbeth?

Act V  Scene 2

81. Who are Menteith, Cathness, and Angus?

82. Why is it significant that Macbeth is now referred to as a tyrant?

83. Does Macbeth have the support of his men who fight in his army?  Explain.

Act V  Scene 3

84. What report does the servant bring Macbeth?
85. Why does the doctor say he is incapable of curing Lady Macbeth?

86. Macbeth wishes the doctor could remove from Lady Macbeth’s memory the thoughts of their deeds.  What does the doctor wish?

Act V  Scene 4

87. Why does Malcolm tell the soldiers to cut boughs from the trees in Birnam Wood?

Act V  Scene 5

88. What news is Macbeth given at the beginning of this scene?

89. How does Macbeth react to this news / what does he say?

90. What additional message is delivered to Macbeth?

Act V  Scene 6

91. What are the attitudes of Siward and Macduff as they prepare to fight?

Act V  Scene 7

92. Why is Macbeth unafraid of Young Siward?

93. What spurs Macduff on with such determination?

Act V  Scene 8

94. What surprise does Macbeth learn from Macduff?

95. How does Macbeth react to Macduff’s news?

96. Does Macbeth give up when he realizes he has been tricked by the witches?

97. What “prize” does Macduff bring to Malcolm?

98. Who will now be King of Scotland?

99.  & 100. = = counts as both questions:  Explain how the witches’ prophecies were fulfilled. Give two examples from the text.
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